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The Book of the Unnamed Midwife, written by Meg Elison, just hit the perfect note to me. It is one of the rarest novels that led me to pause every task I was performing just to read it. To me, it is that kind of a read. It contains the same sort of violent outlook and grim found in something such as the walking dead, which most likely will scare most people off. There is a depiction of graphic sexual violence. It becomes a meditation that is interesting on the adjustment of sexuality, gender roles, and morality by human beings if the community, pregnancy, and balance are excluded from the equation.
The Book of the Unnamed Midwife is about an outbreak of a deadly virus that swept out most of the population. The majority of the surviving people are men, which declares women as scarce resources in the city. The book's protagonist was a nurse who survived the deadly plague and currently masquerading as a man to guarantee her survival in a male-dominated community full scavengers and potential rapists. She offers her services as a midwife and nurse to the enslaved women. There are little hope and chances in the world where pregnancy has become a death sentence to both the child and the mother.
A sudden rampant outbreak begins to kill individuals in massive numbers. Women seem more affected than men, perhaps a tenth only as many surviving and no single survival of childbirth. The maternity nurse gets infected with the plague but recovers. Waking in her apartment, witnessing the damages she has been trying to treat has left behind devastation. The first encounter with another person is attempted rape, and quickly she switches in disguising herself as a man for her safety purposes. One issue that gave me pause is of such excellent quality until I paused that questions flowed. Does it imply that her men encounter in the earlier part of the novel define men as exclusively as desiring to rape as well as controlling and owning the remaining few women in the most horrific ways before? I started seeing as more of a metaphor as anything else for toxic masculinity. If a man wrote it, it would come out as awful rape fantasy, such as for the appealing Gor books.
 	The book is designed with a monastery-like future scene where a woman leads some boys in making the book of the Unnamed Midwife copies. This gives speculations of some continuation. The Book of the Unnamed Midwife can be described as a brutal novel compared to others previously assigned. Surprisingly, women have become a commodity in this post-plague world. She found a compression best for hiding her tits. She saves her hair, which is not easy, got men's combat boots and cargo pants with a couple of loose shirts, her hoodie on top. Much couldn't be done for the beards since she could not get one in a costume shop. 
She requires to do a bit of pushup, keep hips straight and walk tall, don’t’ sway, sit with knees apart and laugh low to appear as a young effeminate man. The writer does an excellent work to limit sexual violence. Throughout the novel, the nurse who is our protagonist adopts various false names. She is resourceful and smart and is motivated by the desire to save the lives of women who are enslaved not only by freeing them from but also by protecting them and their children when giving birth as well as availing contraception access to them. The eroticism of the novel struck me where it is a powerful and surprising aspect of the book.  
The protagonist of the Book of the Unnamed Midwife in her life ultimately gets stability, and the book went for great pains to portray a world that is desirable or bearable. The writer chooses the outbreak of the deadly virus in wiping the majority of humanity since it presents to her the capability to kill off more women than men by making pregnancy a death sentence to the mother and the child. In other words, it creates a scenario that is the apocalypse that puts whatever remaining power in men's hands and also worse since billions have lost their lives to the deadly outbreak. The author tables a case compelling that the outcome would be high mistreatment of the few rare women, show what still happens to date, but to make the matter worse with rape, enormous ignorance, and misogyny. The novel contains a significant number of stories of journalism-ish adding up the past days to the initial viable children when so many, together with their mothers, died even after the human race grand majority kicked it. 
The scenario makes upsetting reading, uncomfortable, precisely the emotion that I believe apocalyptic fiction is supposed to aim it. The novel is anything a rape fantasy extension. Elison establishes a perfect move by having a protagonist who is resourceful and competent from the initial start. Through an individual who can fend for herself and is wise enough to identify that women have now become a product, we are able to avoid the captured woman, escaped and rapped narrative, and instead find a female protagonist who not only offers other women with birth control but also rescues them. 
Beyond the post-apocalyptic narrative conventions, where the novel The Book of the Unnamed Midwife excels through its take on sexuality and structure where the structure terms are just fantastic, I love it how it moves to an omniscient perspective of the third person from the short entry diaries, which were written by the unnamed midwife. This provides efficient information concerning her journey and the individuals she encounters along the way. The point of the third person also enables Elison to move the focus momentarily away from America. An apocalypse novel, which is not American-centric, generally recognizes the existence of the other parts of the world. 
Additionally, the sexuality aspect is well framed in The Book of the Unnamed Midwife. The protagonist dressed up like a man is identified as bi-sexual in order to avoid the possibility of rape, entrapment, and even death. Beyond the survival requirement, Elison recognized the gender aspects at play. Our protagonist gets herself in a situation where she lives with two Mormons, a husband, and a wife. In this case, sexuality and gender aspects are further explored. 
These discussions engage in the most initial element of the book, which is eroticism. The details become the forefront when the nurse and the Mormons start cohabitating, although it is also there earlier in the book lee insistent and softer. It becomes startling since the novel of this type of expectation is only to be about barbarism, survival, and death, to be bereft of the intimacy of any sense even if its only for the requirement to have sex. However, the novel's relevance in the course is that given the book's focus on primal urges, like killing to survive and giving birth, the notion that we are supposed to retain and take control of our horniness in the ever miserable of situations makes the excellent sense. Additionally, the rights and protection of women should be given a privilege.
Compared to the other assigned novel, a similar theme and message are the empowerment of women, gender flexibility, and body positivity. Women should be empowered, as they also have significant impacts on society. The two authors deliver the same warning of the gone days of civilization, and the only remaining thing is power, and only the strong possess it. It is not the right way to follow since women and girls should also be empowered. Their freedom and rights should be preserved to enhance them to discover more significant roles than only chasing after a pale independence limitation. It implies that if there is to be a reborn of humanity, it must be guided by someone.
Inclusive of the exciting themes to chew on, I like the world-building and the character as well. All the characters feel distinct. Bisexuality representation is some of the perfect I have ever encountered. The world is both terrifying and real, and the constant threat feeling looming in each encounter.the novel scared me, although it had some beauty and hope sparingly sprinkled in for offsetting the world horror. I loved the book and recommended others to have a look at it. The Book of the Unnamed Midwife is an honest novel and relevance to the course on how it depicts the apocalyptic world and how the story recognizes human sexuality and the need to have sex and have the pleasure will be upon us even when the human race gets into darkness. Additionally, with the drastic reduction in the world's population, a rarity in women, and pregnancy, a fruitless and dangerous prospect, we understand how these affect how we behave. Additionally, with a breakdown of culture and women outnumbered vastly, human beings become liberated sexually, which changes the dynamic when no social construct.

